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Objective [ 4
To investigate the profile of the current practices and aspirations on green purchasing in Hong Kong.
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Methodology I?ﬂ‘[ H=

Face-to-face interviews using questionnaire were conducted during a market survey in August 2006

and Eco Expo Asia (26-30 October 2006) by the Student Helpers from the Hong Kong Polytechnic

University. In addition, the same questionnaire was posted by Green Council during the study

period.
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Summary of Results sl

Q1. Does your organization/do you purchase any environmental preferable products?
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529 (72.0%) out of 735 respondents stated that they had purchased environmentally preferable
products in which paper products were the most popular environmentally preferable product they
purchased (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Items purchased by the respondents
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Q2. Does your organization/do you include environmental considerations during purchasing?
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561 (76.7%) out of 731 respondents would include environmental considerations (especially on
durability, toxicity, composition of recycled materials, and packaging) during purchasing
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Q3. Does your organization/do you consider cost is a prime factor in green purchasing?
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540 (74.6%) out of 724 respondents agreed that cost is a prime factor in green purchasing.
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Q4. Does your organization/do you willing to pay more for green products?
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565 (79.4%) out of 712 respondents were willing to pay more for green products, with a maximum
payable upper limit at 22% higher than the average price.
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Q5. Does your organization/do you find it difficult to source environmentally preferable products?
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433 (59.5%) of 728 respondents encountered difficulties (e.g. identification the genuine ‘green’
products, small market coverage and narrow range of variety) to source the environmentally
preferable products (Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Difficulties in Sourcing Environmentally Preferable Products
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Q6. Will your organization/you be interested in receiving one-stop assistance on green purchasing and
information on environmental preferable products?
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644 (88.1%) of 731 respondents were interested in getting one-stop assistance on green purchasing
and receiving information on environmental preferable products.
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Q7. Will your organization/you consider practicing green purchasing if there is a comprehensive
database of environmental preferable products?
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683 (93.7%) of 729 respondents would consider practicing green purchasing if there is a
comprehensive database of environmental preferable products.
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Q8. Does your organization/do you think the Government should lead green purchasing?
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702 (96.7%) of 726 respondents thought that the Government should lead green purchasing.
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Q9. Does your organization/you consider the Government should take a stronger role on promoting
green purchasing in Hong Kong?
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699 (95.6%) of 731 respondents suggested that that the Government should take a stronger role on
promoting green purchasing in Hong Kong, in which enhanced promotion of ‘green’ products and
provision of tax exemption and/or subsidy would be the incentives (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Measures on Promoting Green Purchasing by the Government
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Q10. What assistance does your organization/do you consider useful in promoting environmental

preferable products in Hong Kong?
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Majority of the respondents agreed

that the establishment of a 'green’ products database for public

access' and government's commitments on purchasing ‘green’ products® would facilitate the
promotion of green purchasing in Hong Kong.
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Figure 4: Useful ways to promote environmental preferable products in Hong
Kong

A RS

600

n 500 r

O

2

s 400 |

o

o 300 f

(a'd

S 200

o

Z 100

0
%CU% &'\'\Q.E ..g <
2z 9« > o = S Q
= £ Q9 .Lu'&q')m = =] s
\‘%,SE% B o e it c O O
£ = 8@ 8 oo = 2 °9a
=35 0 0 8 & % T
= Q O @8 & ®© cC 0 -
2 e ,o T 2 o e c =
x » 85 < = 5 3} eSS o i)
BASo ® 2 oS g e 9
X o T 8 o B mw e =0
e, = @5 32 QS c - O £
\ D = o
g o B mEe g9 —3 E
Bl o Bo2-g 0 MR 5 E
—w £ Q9 9 o O )
= @ v " o £ 7 0 ®
\1:},0) A_A_"AJO ~
T 2 -2 o i, S
ﬂ—@'\*—LE_SD ‘-E‘f‘m_f_:a 03_

Conclusion @i

Based on survey results, we found that 75% of respondents were willing to consider and pay more for

green products, among which 59% had found it difficult to find their desired green products. Asa

result, there is a substantial potential for the development of green purchasing in Hong Kong, and a

comprehensive database of green products is crucial for practicing and promoting green purchasing.
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